World War-II Documentaries

All of these films are in the public domain. Most were made for the War Department. They are
the best available quality, and are roughly grouped together by subject matter. DVD-R.

Why We Fight Series:

Frank Capra directed or supervised this series of seven films to explain the war to both the troops
and the home front. With additional war shorts on each volume. $25 each or all 5 for $100.

DVD Vol. 1:

PRELUDE TO WAR (1943) 52 min. “Why We Fight” #1

Directed by Frank Capra. Prelude to War, the Oscar-winning documentary, shows the viewer
how diplomatic and political snafus made in the wake of World War I planted the seeds of World
War II. Blame is pointed squarely at the American populace, who had come to believe that the
problems of the rest of the world would never affect them. While America slumbered, Japan and
Germany inexorably built their armies and launched their plans for world domination.

THE NAZIS STRIKE (1943) 43 min. “Why We Fight” #2

This tough-minded documentary masterfully assembles newsreel footage to trace the ascent of
Adolf Hitler and his ravening hunger for global domination. After forcefully wresting the Ger-
man government from more moderate politicians, Hitler installs himself as dictator. Having sup-
pressed the Jewish people in Germany, Der Fuhrer invades the Rhineland and Austria, and subse-
quently calls for the annexation of Czechoslovakia. In spite of assuring the world of "peace in our
time," he marches on Poland, leading to the conflict that became World War II.

NEWS PARADES OF 1942, 1943 and 1944 10 min. each

Castle Films compilation of newsreel highlights from World War II.

DVD Vol. 2:

DIVIDE AND CONQUER (1943) 57 min. “Why We Fight” #3

Utilizing visceral newsreel footage and maps, the documentary chronicles Hitler's stunning
sweep across Europe. We watch as the Nazis overcome Denmark and Norway, repel the British
Army, and force France into a humiliating surrender. We discover how ground-breaking Nazi
military tactics and the duplicity of traitors lead to the fall of the majority of Central Europe.
THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN (1943) 53 min. “Why We Fight” #4

Narrated by double amputee RAF fighter pilot Douglas Bader, The Battle of Britain records the
courage and resolve of the British people in the face of the constant bombings by Hitler's Luft-
walffe. In 1940, Britain was virtually the only European nation not to have fallen to the German
war machine. At the conclusion of the film Britain's pilots are readying an air assault that will fi-
nally lead to payback for Hitler's oppression.

DVD Vol. 3:

THE BATTLE OF RUSSIA (1943) 83 min. “Why We Fight” #5

In this Oscar-nominated documentary, we discover Russia's valiant resistance to the invasion
throughout its history. The Russian people's strength of character was the key to their determina-
tion in prevailing against unstoppable German forces during some of the bloodiest battles of the
World War II. The film is a wonderful compilation of authentic newsreel footage from both the
U.S. Signal Corps and various Soviet sources.

THE ALL-STAR BOND RALLY (1945) 19 min.

Bob Hope, Bing Crosby, Betty Grable, Frank Sinatra, Harpo Marx, Carmen Miranda and many
more Hollywood entertainers sell bonds.

THE HOUSE I LIVE IN (1945) 10 min.

Frank Sinatra pleads for religious tolerance to a group of young boys.



DVD Vol. 4:

THE BATTLE OF CHINA (1944) 63 min. “Why We Fight” #6

In this fascinating documentary we learn about the nation of China, its populace and the coun-
tries resolve to stop the invading forces of the Japanese during World War II. Starting with a short
historical background to the country, we discover the reasons behind the Japanese desire for its
conquest, and why they were confident of success. Ultimately, the events of the war in that region
are chronicled, showing the Japanese forces taking control of portions of China to aid them in
conquering all of Asia as well as the iron resistance of the Chinese people, who use all their inge-
nuity to fight Japanese aggression to the end.

THE STILLWELL ROAD (1945) 51 min.

Narrated by Ronald Reagan. This World War II documentary, narrated by actor (and future U.S.
President) Ronald Reagan, homes in on the China-India-Burma arena of the war. The Stilwell
Road (conceived by American General Joseph Stilwell) was a stunning feat of engineering and
brute force construction carried out by 63,000 men. Designed to create a truck supply line that
would provision the Chinese army fighting the Japanese forces on its home front, it took twenty-
six months, many lives and $150 million to build. The 478 mile road started in India, cut through
the almost impenetrable jungles and mountains of Burma, and ended in China.

DVD Vol. 5:

WAR COMES TO AMERICA (1945) 66 min. “Why We Fight” #7

In this final installment of the "Why We Fight" propaganda series, the subject focuses on the Unit-
ed States of America. We learn of its good qualities and the things worth fighting for. With that
established, we learn of the history of the United States' population shifting opinion towards sid-
ing with the Allies against the Axis until the attack on Pearl Harbour which brought America into
full scale involvement in the war.

IT’S EVERYBODY’S WAR (1944) 16 min.

Narrated by Henry Fonda. 20th Century Fox short about the effect of the war and soldiers deaths
on the home front.

NEWS PARADE OF 1945 (1945) 10 min.

Newsreel look at the end of World War II.

PEACE COMES TO AMERICA (1945) 11 min.

The surrender of Japan and Germany, the aftermath around the world and homecoming.

Victory At Sea

Twenty-six episode series on 7 DVDs. Each episode approx. 26 min. Directed by M. Clay Adams.
Victory At Sea is a great television series about World War-II produced by NBC in conjunction
with the U.S. Navy. Most of the footage was shot by Navy cameramen. NBC edited the footage,
added a host and the famous musical score by Richard Rogers. $25 each or all 7 for $150.

Vol. 1:

DESIGN FOR WAR

As the Second World War begins, England finds itself unprepared for Germany's modern subma-
rine fleet. The United States and Canada begin sending aid by naval convoys as the British Isles
become isolated from the European mainland.

THE PACIFIC BOILS OVER

Japan continues its expansion by staging surprise attacks on the American strongholds guarding
the Pacific Ocean, including the naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Although their Pacific fleet is
crippled, the United States responds with a declaration of war and begins gathering forces to halt
the Japanese advance.

SEALING THE BREACH

The United States Navy and Merchant Marines continue their convoys across the Atlantic Ocean
to bring supplies to England, despite heavy losses to German U-boats and surface ships.
MIDWAY IS EAST



As Hong Kong, Singapore, and the Philippines fall to Japanese invasions, the United States looks
to stop the enemy's advance with a naval victory at the island of Midway.

VOL. 2:

MEDITERRANEAN MOSAIC

Germany and Italy try to consolidate their hold on the Mediterranean Sea, but two essential bas-
tions of British strength--the Rock of Gibraltar and the island of Malta--refuse to surrender.
GUADALCANAL

The United States begins its offensive campaign to halt the Japanese advance by invading Guadal-
canal and capturing the island's valuable airfields.

RINGS AROUND RABAUL

The United States continues capturing enemy bases in the Solomons by conducting amphibious
operations across the chain of islands, until the Japanese stronghold on Rabaul is surrounded and
destroyed.

MARE NOSTRUM

The Italian Navy fails to dominate in the Mediterranean Sea against the Royal Navy, and the lack
of supplies brings the Axis campaign across North Africa to a halt.

VOL. 3:

SEA AND SAND

American forces undertake offensive operations against the Germans by landing troops in Algiers
and Casablanca. As the British army advances across North Africa from the east, the Axis forces
are caught in a vise of Allied strength and face certain defeat.

BENEATH THE SOUTHERN CROSS

The Battle of the South Atlantic begins as German battleships, raiders and U-boats seek to stop
supplies from being shipped out of South America to the Allies fighting in North Africa.

THE MAGNETIC NORTH

As the Second World War spreads across the globe, even the harsh Arctic region becomes a battle-
ground. In the North Atlantic, Allied convoys head for Murmansk, carrying supplies to aid Rus-
sia in its fight against Germany. In the Pacific, Japan seizes the frigid island of Attu as another
stepping stone, but American forces quickly respond with their own invasion to secure the area.
CONQUEST OF MICRONESIA

After a brief refit in Hawaii following the victories at Midway and Guadalcanal, the United States
Navy returns to support the destruction of Japanese forces guarding the Gilbert and Marshall is-
lands.

VOL. 4:

MELANESIAN NIGHTMARE

Japanese forces continue their advance across the South Pacific by making a bold inland march
along New Guinea. The fate of Australia hangs in the balance as the Allies take their own offen-
sive operations to secure the vital base at Port Moresby.

ROMAN RENAISSANCE

Following up their success in North Africa, the Allies continue the task of securing the Mediterra-
nean Sea by making an amphibious assault on Sicily, and then into the Italian mainland itself. The
fascist government of Italy falls as Allied troops capture Rome, and Germany finds itself alone to
defend the ground of its former partner.

D-DAY

The Allies stage the largest amphibious assault in history by landing thousands of troops along
the Normandy coast of France. As the German army attempts to destroy the invading forces, Al-
lied naval superiority once again proves to be the deciding factor in providing support and sup-
plies to ensure victory in the perilous operation.

KILLERS AND THE KILL

Although Germany's surface fleet is no longer a factor beyond D-Day, its submarine packs contin-
ue to wreak havoc upon the Allied convoys that are vital to the survival of troops fighting in
France. The Allies develop new ways to counter the U-Boat threat to open the pipeline to Europe.



VOL. 5

THE TURKEY SHOOT

The American battle fleets return to reclaim Guam after almost three years of Japanese occupa-
tion. The Japanese forces in the Marianas attempt to stop the invasion, but suffer devastating loss-
es--and Guam returns to American hands as an important base in the drive towards Japan.

TWO IF BY SEA

Japanese strongholds in the Palau Islands are the last line of resistance as American forces contin-
ue their approach to the Philippines, and the heavily defended islands of Pelelui and Anguar be-
come the next targets for the island-hopping campaign.

THE BATTLE FOR LEYTE GULF

In a desperate attempt to defend the Philippines, the Imperial Japanese Navy gathers its forces to
meet the American fleets head on, resulting in the largest naval battle of the war.

RETURN OF THE ALLIES

American forces begin the bloody task of dislodging the Imperial Japanese army from the Philip-
pine archipelago. After taking the southern islands and landing on Luzon, the Americans fight
their way north to liberate Manila. General MacArthur has kept his promise to the Filipino peo-
ple: "I shall return."

VOL. 6:

FULL FATHOM FIVE

From the earliest days of the war, the American submarine fleet was crucial to the success of in-
terdicting Japanese convoys and defending strategic locations such as the Panama Canal. The fac-
tories in Japan were totally reliant upon the shipping of resources from remote parts of their em-
pire, and as merchant ship losses to submarines grew, the Japanese war machine faced certain
defeat

THE FATE OF EUROPE

The Third Reich begins to crumble as Allied amphibious landings liberate occupied territories
and open up other fronts that must be defended; Soviet marines help to liberate the Crimean area,
and American and Free French forces land in Southern France. The German forces are pushed
back as Allied forces attack from all directions, until Berlin itself falls and the War in Europe
comes to an end.

TARGET SURIBACHI

As the US Navy continues to dominate the Pacific theater and Japan comes within striking range,
the air campaign begins its final stage. A small, volcanic island becomes prized for its airfields
and an essential strategic target: Iwo Jima. A 35 day battle results with more than 47,000 casual-
ties to both sides.

THE ROAD TO MANDALAY

As the great naval battles sweep across the Pacific Ocean, a different type of warfare unfolds in
the jungles of Southeast Asia. The early success of Imperial Japan's armies placed India, a vital
part of the Allied supply line, in peril and a successful defense of Burma leads to the liberation of
vast areas of Asia.

VOL. 7:

SUICIDE FOR GLORY

The Battle for Okinawa, the last great battle of the war, starts as US forces begin securing islands
in Japanese waters. With their own fleets destroyed, the Japanese make a desperate attempt to de-
fend their homeland by sending the last of their aircraft squadrons on suicide missions to sink
American ships by crashing into them.

DESIGN FOR PEACE

With an Allied invasion imminent, and nuclear devastation a reality, Imperial Japan submits to
an unconditional surrender--the Second World War is over. As Allied troops begin returning to
their homes in victory, war-torn countries around the globe begin rebuilding the destruction left
by years of conflict.

BONUS FILM: D-DAY: THE NORMANDY INVASION (1944)

51 min. Filmed by the US Coast Guard.



Other WW-II Documentaries:

The documentaries are grouped together the way they appear on the DVDs. $25 each.

Volume 1:

DECEMBER 7TH, 1941 (1942) 34 min.

Produced by John Ford. This Oscar-winning documentary on the Pacific War begins with Japa-
nese preparations before the bombing of Pearl Harbor and ends with the U.S. dropping the atom-
ic bombs on Nagasaki and Hiroshima. Aside from the interesting footage on the Japanese home
front before Pearl Harbor, there are also many questions raised as to why the U.S. was not aware
that Pearl Harbor might be bombed. Evidence is given that enemy planes were sighted earlier
and messages were decoded, both in time to give plenty of warning.

YANKS BOMB TOKYO (1942) 10 min.

Newsreel report of Doolittle’s bombing run over Japan.

APPOINTMENT IN TOKYO (1945) 55 min.

This World War II documentary covers the American war effort in the Pacific from the fall of Ba-
taan and the Philippines to the surrender of Japan on the deck of the U.S.S. Missouri. Covering
events through the use of Army Signal Corps film footage as well as captured Japanese newsreels,
the documentary presents the war with an up close feel and a realistic, though opinionated, ap-
proach.

Volume 2:

THE WORLD AT WAR (1942) 44 min.

Official War Information Bureau documentary about the decade of war that led up to the Dec. 7,
1941 attack on Pearl Harbor, taken from news reels and captured enemy films of the events.
ATTACK IN THE PACIFIC (1944) 52 min.

After a fascinating introduction to the diverse Pacific islands and their inhabitants, the documen-
tary segues to the rise of Japanese military might from its home base all the way to Australia, in-
cluding the critical turning point attack on the US naval base at Pearl Harbor. We see, at first
hand, the methods used by the Allies, particularly the U.S., to ready counterattacks against Japan,
including a harrowing island by island advance that generated a devastating body count.

TO THE SHORES OF IWO JIMA (1945, Color) 20 min.

This Academy Award-nominated documentary graphically depicts the American assault on the
Japanese-held island of Iwo Jima and the massive battle that raged on that key island in the Allied
advance on Japan. The five marines and one sailor who raised the American flag on Mt. Suribachi
are shown.

Volume 3:

ATTACK! THE BATTLE FOR NEW BRITAIN (1944) 59 min.

This gripping documentary chronicles the relentless and bloody 1943 Allied assault on the en-
trenched Japanese forces on Arawe Beach and Cape Gloucester, New Britain. Beginning with un-
sparing training footage of the Allies preparing for the assault, you are then presented with the
three-prong Allied attack to retake the island of New Britain. Despite the heavy losses, the Allies
were victorious in this pivotal battle of the South Pacific theatre in World War II.

SUBMARINE WARFARE (1945) 53 min.

For those not familiar with US Navy Submarine Force of WWII, this documentary is an excellent
introduction. After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, the submarines of the Pacific fleet eventually
would destroy Japan's merchant fleet and cripple their Navy. Comprising only 2% of the US
Navy Fleet, submarines were responsible for sinking over 55% of all Japanese tonnage sunk dur-
ing WWIL



Volume 4:

TUNISIAN VICTORY (1944) 76 min.

Directed by Frank Capra and John Huston. With Burgess Meredith. This documentary was
made by the British and United States Service Film Units. Frank Capra and Roy Boulting directed
this account of the North African campaign in World War II; it covers the period between the
American intervention in 1942 and the Allied victory. Burgess Meredith and Bernard Miles nar-
rate.

MARINES AT TARAWA-RETURN TO GUAM (1944) 40 min.

Directed by Louis Hayward. The documentary covers two of the Marine Corps' most savage bat-
tles. Tarawa was characteristic of the vicious island fighting that was the hallmark of the war in
the Pacific. Fought within an area the size of the Pentagon, three days of fighting claimed almost
10,000 lives. The second part of the documentary portrays the return of the Marine Corps to their
recaptured base on the island of Guam.

Volume 5:

THE MEMPHIS BELLE (1944, Color) 42 min.

This award-winning World War II documentary covers the 25th and final mission of "The Mem-
phis Belle", a B-17 Flying Fortress that flew bombing missions over Europe. Covering the various
aspects of the mission, including footage from the actual flight of its raid on the German subma-
rine pens in Wilhelmshafen, Germany, the documentary shows the crew of the plane as ordinary
men doing their job in an extraordinary situation. The story of the plane and crew eventually was
made into a major motion picture in 1990 by Warner Bros. Studios starring Matthew Modine.
THUNDERBOLT (1947, Color) 45 Min.

The documentary chronicles the exploits of the P-47 Thunderbolt pilots of the "Fighting Game-
cocks" of the 65th Fighter squadron, 57th Fighter Group. Based on the island of Corsica off the
northwest coast of the Italian boot, they flew from behind the enemy's flank. As part of "Opera-
tion Strangle," they continuously attacked highways, bridges, ammo dumps, railroads and just
about anything that moved to choke off the flow of supplies to the Axis front line.

LETTER FROM BATAAN (1942) 15 min.

Paramount dramatization about the effect of a soldier’s death on the folks back home. With Rich-
ard Arlen, Susan Hayward, Jimmy Lydon, Joe Sawyer.

Volume 6:

THE TRUE GLORY (1945) 81 min.

Directed by Garson Kanin. The documentary was compiled from actual footage of the World
War II Allied invasion of Europe, seen through the lenses of thousands of different cameramen.
Beginning with D-Day, the documentary reveals the key European engagements all the way to
the fall of Berlin, along with individual stories that bring the conflict to life. The prologue is read
by General Dwight D. Eisenhower, with Robert Harris and Peter Ustinov providing narration.
The True Glory won an Academy award for Best Documentary in 1945.

THE BATTLE OF SAN PIETRO (1945) 38 min.

Directed by John Huston. According to Time magazine, "San Pietro is in every respect as good a
war film as any that has been made; in some respects it is the best. A record of one of the tense
and bloody battles for the Liri Valley in Italy in late 1943, it is a story told chiefly in terms of the
experiences of one infantry regiment -- the 143rd of the 36th Division. San Pietro's record of com-
bat, its eye for terrain and for weather, its recognition of war as a science both wonderful and
tragically inexact, is at least equal to any seen in films so far".

Volume 7:

GREAT BATTLE OF THE VOLGA (1962) Russia, 66 min.

This documentary depicts the Russian forces heroic battle to stop the invading German army
from taking Leningrad. The Nazi battle plan, codenamed "Operation Barbarrosa", was to take the
vital city in their efforts to conquer all of Russia. The documentary shows the resolve of the Rus-
sian troops as they battle against the well-organized and outfitted German forces, the rally of the
Russians against impossible odds and the horrific results of this battle.



REPORT FROM THE ALEUTIANS (1943, Color) 47 min.

Written and Narrated by John Huston. This Oscar-nominated documentary chronicles the every-
day day activities of the US troops who protected Alaska's Aleutian Islands from Japanese as-
sault. Director John Huston focuses on the human element, emphasizing the determination and
character under pressure of the soldiers on the line, stationed in this isolated part of the world.
Huston narrates the film with the considerable empathy.

Volume 8:

AFTER MEIN KAMPEF: The Story of Adolf Hitler (1940) 54 min.

Produced in war-time England, this is the first actual documentary produced outside of Germany
to depict the rise in power of Adolf Hitler and his plans for world domination. The feature uses
actual film footage and dramatic reconstructions to present the rape of Poland, the seizure of the
Low Countries, and the attacks on Great Britain. This documentary was obviously meant as war-
time propaganda, but it is still remarkable for its content.

NUREMBURG TRIALS (1947) 58 min.

Soviet produced look at the trials that followed the fall of Germany. Deadly serious, this film is
almost too somber to be taken with a straight face since the narration often comes across as rather
preachy and purple. Its pure propaganda in the "we were right to try these people" sort of way
and is clearly biased against the defendants who had just set Europe aflame. The take is rather
odd and unlike any thing that I've run across in American or in Western European films on the
same subject. It seems to be trying to over explain why the leaders of Germany were tried, which
in retrospect is painfully obvious. Its clear from the lean toward the Soviet take of events and of
its lingering on the speeches by the Soviet prosecutors who was behind the film. Its not bad but
the heavy handedness of the presentation becomes wearing after a while.

JAPANESE RELOCATION (1942) 9 min.

Documentary short demonstrating American reasons for interning Americans of Japanese ances-
try following the outbreak of war between the U.S. and Japan.

JAPANESE AMERICANS 7 min.

Short honoring Japanese Americans who served and died in Italy during WW-II.



Korean War
A collection of government documentaries that tell that story of the Korean War.

Vol. 1 -- Overview of the Conflict:

THIS IS KOREA

(1951) Color, 50 min. Director John Ford's documentary about the beginnings of the Korean War, after
North Korenn troops invaded South Korea and battled U.S., South Korean and United Nations forces. Not-
able in that, unlike many documentaries of the time, it's in color, and no stock footage is used.

MOTION PICTURE HISTORY OF THE KOREAN WAR

(1950s) 55 min. "A Motion Picture History of the Korean War" is a U.S. Department of Defense Informa-
tion and Education film. It begins with the June 25, 1950 invasion of South Korea by North Korea, U.S. and
U.N. actions, and the June 28th fall of Seoul to enemy forces. It continues film coverage as: Units of the U.S.
Army's 24th Division are airlifted from Japan to Korea. U.S. tanks go into battle. July 13, 1950 B-29s from
Yokota Air Base, Japan, bomb North Korean targets for the first time. DD 806 (USS HIGBEE) and other
Navy ships assist in an unopposed landing of troops at Pohang. The first British troops arrive, from Hong
Kong, aboard an aircraft carrier, at Pusan. Sept. 1, 1950 Seige of the Pusan Perimeter begins by North Kore-
an forces. Planes of Task Force 77's carriers, including CV 47 (USS PHILIPPINE SEA), attack North Korean
targets. Sept. 15, 1950 Inchon is invaded, preceded by naval bombardment. The U.S. Seventh Infantry Divi-
sion lands at Inchon. Troops of a Philippine Combat Team come ashore from a U.S. transport. US/UN
forces cross the Han River en route to Seoul. Sept. 26, 1950 Seoul is retaken. B-29s continue bombings in
North Korea. Oct. 17, 1950 Pyongyang, the North Korean capitol, is taken. U.S. paratroops land. U.S. Navy
lands a division of troops at Wonsan after its capture by South Korean forces, and a delay by enemy mines
in Wonsan harbor. U.S. Army 7th Division lands from Navy LSTs. US/UN forces reach the Yalu River.
Chinese troops begin offensive, and U.S. forces withdraw to Hungnam. Jan. 1951 UN offensive begins, for
six weeks, and on March 15 Seoul is reoccupied. June 2, 1951 UN forces cross the 38th parallel on their way
North. Peace negotiations begin at Kaesong. But the battles continue at Heartbreak Ridge, Bloody Ridge,
The Hook, Sniper Ridge, The Punchbowl, Luke's Castle, and Old Baldy. April 1953 Exchange of UN and
North Korean sick and wounded prisoners. July 27, 1953 The armistice is signed. August 1953 Prisoners
are returned.

Vol. 2:

THE BIG PICTURE
The Korean War from the U.S. Army's "The Big Picture" television series, 1950-1975.

THE FIRST FORTY DAYS IN KOREA (June 1950)
In this THE BIG PICTURE documentary film we watch as several company's of the 24th Division fight the
Communist Chinese against great odds. They are fighting the first thrurst across the 38th Parallel in Korea.

TURNING THE TIDE (Aug. 1950)

This film describes events in Korea from August 10 to September 20, 1950. We see how American troops
fought to hold on to the Pusan perimeter, the air support they received from carriers, and the march on
Seoul. It also includes a report from Lieutenant Tom Dreisenstock, Platoon Leader of the 24th Infantry Di-
vision.

UNITED NATIONS OFFENSIVE (Sep. 1950)

From September 20 to October 20, 1950 United Nations forces struck hard against the Communist army in
Korea. Footage shows the recapture of Seoul, the fall of the North Korean capital city, Pyongyang, an air-
drop by the 187th Regimental Airdrop team, and the U.S. Navy battleship Missouri in action.

CHINESE REDS ENTER THE KOREAN WAR (Oct. 1950)

In this THE BIG PICTURE we see American soldiers battling winter cold, as well as the Communist Chi-
nese, in Korea. The film shows how soldiers saved thousands of lives with quick evacuations of wounded
U.S. fighters in helicopters. Also included is a display of the finest weapons in the world -- the U.S.
Army's.



Vol. 3:

U.N. FORCES ESCAPE THE CHINESE TRAP (Nov.-Dec., 1950)

This film includes the Army's 7th Division at the Manchurian border?Men of the 7th enjoy a hot Thanks-
giving Day dinner on the banks of the Yalu River. The evacuation of the Hungnam beachhead. Captain
Zimmerman interviews Sergeant Charles W. Dumas of Providence, Rhode Island. Sergeant Dumas was a
combat correspondent with the 7th Division and was with the 7th Division at the Yalu River. Dumas
wears the Korean Service medal, the Army Commendation Ribbon, and the Bronze Star.

U.N. CONSOLIDATES BELOW 38TH PARALLEL (Dec. 1950)
UN forces retreat below the 38th parallel, destruction of forts, airstrikes against the enemy and strengthen-
ing of the battle lines..

U.N. FORCES PUSH THE CHINESE BACK (Jan-Feb 1951)

Includes: Recapture of Suwon?The 25th Infantry Division's advance of Seoul?Attack on Hill 584. Captain
Zimmerman interviews Lieutenant William Travis from New Jersey. Lieutenant Travis was with the
Army's 1st Cavalry Division and for a time served with the Air Force as a Liaison Officer, spotting targets
for the Air Force.

UNITED NATIONS OFFENSIVE CONTINUES (Feb.-March, 1951)

In spite of spring and rain our ground forces continue to push back the Chinese all along the Eighth
Army's front?.The 25th Infantry Division crosses the Han River and U.N. forces reach the 38th Parallel.
The program includes two interviews: The first with Sergeant William Tyalor who was a mortar squad
leader with the 24th Division. Sergeant Taylor was awarded the Bronze Star, the Combat Infantry Badge,
and the Korean Service Medal. The other interview is with Lieutenant Charles Wright of Oneonta, Ala-
bama, who was with the 8th Cavalry Regiment in Korea. Lieutenant Wright is also a veteran of World War
II, having served with the Army Infantry in Europe. In addition to the Combat Infantry Badge, the Army
has awarded Lieutenant Wright the Silver Star and the Bronze Star for gallantry in action, both in Europe
and in Korea.

Vol. 4:

U.N. FORCES CROSS THE 38TH PARALLEL (March 1951)

Includes: The landing of our paratroopers near Munsan?The crossing of the Imjin River by Republic of Ko-
rean troops?The "one-two punch" of the 8th Army, the tank-infantry team crosses the 38th Parallel?A brief

report on the activation of SHAPE in Paris with a few words from the former General of the Army, Dwight
D. Eisenhower.

REDS LAUNCH SPRING OFFENSIVE (Apr-May 1951)

Includes: Establishing the Lincoln Line; The need for blood in Korea; A powerful air-ground assault
against the Reds. The Army Medical Corps is represented on this program with interviews with Nurse
Captain Molly Younger, who served with a front line surgical team in Korea, and Sergeant Preputnick,
who was an aid man with a rifle company in Korea.

U.N. FORCES COUNTERATTACK (May-June, 1951)

Our allied units throw a powerful counterattack against the Reds infantry tanks, artillery, and air all com-
bine to throw the Reds back to the North. The Navy blasts the enemy with rockets. Captain Zimmerman
interviews Chaplain Joseph Murphy of Boston, Massachusetts, and Captain John Rock, former company
commander with the 1st Cavalry Division in Korea. Chaplain Murphy, whose jeep was labelled "Life with
Father" pays tribute to the spirit of the men of the Infantry.

KOREAN CEASE FIRE TALKS BEGIN (June-July, 1951)

Includes: Scenes from the United Nations session in New York?Our negotiators at Kaesong. This program
includes a tribute to the men of the Infantry from an Army officer who served with them as a platoon lead-
er, Lieutenant Robert Fallon of Washington, D.C. Lieutenant Fallon points out the difficult but very impor-
tant job of the man carrying the rifle in combat. Captain Zimmerman interviews Master Sergeant Heiden-
reith, also of Washington, D.C. Sergeant Heidenreith was a combat engineer in Korea. He tells of the work
of the engineers in building bridges, detecting mines, laying booby traps and, very often, fighting along-
side the Infantry. Sergenat Heidenreith has been awarded the Bronze Star with cluster and the Purple
Heart with cluster.



Vol. 5:

U.N. LINE IS STABILIZED (July-Aug., 1951)

Includes: Our patrols in probing actions?The attack on Hill 1179?The return of Seoul refugees?and more of
the ceasefire negotiations. Two combat cameramen of the Army Signal Corps are interviewed, Corporal
John Romanowski of Chicago, Illinois, and Sergeant Lee Marks of Providence, Rhode Island. They tell a
dramatic story of filming our troops for the newsreels and for "The Big Picture." Most of their films were
made under fire, going into action with our soldiers.

THIRD KOREAN WINTER (Winter 1952-53)

This issue of THE BIG PICTURE depicts the many aspects of our soldiers' daily living in the Korean war
zone during the winter period 1952-53. Our Signal Corps combat cameramen give BIG PICTURE viewers a
vivid and comprehensive account of activities during this period of operations. Included are: Scenes of an
American patrol leaving and returning to its unit, religious services at the front, and the heroic efforts of
our combat medics and front line soldiers receiving hot rations from mess units located close to the front.
Prompting this story of the THIRD KOREAN WINTER was the authorization by the Department of the
Army, 15 January 1953, of the ninth Battle Star for the Korean Campaign. This star was authorized for the
third Korean winter campaign 1952-53.. This issue of THE BIG PICTURE shows the people of America
what the soldier has gone through during this particular winter period.

KOREAN WIND-UP

The true reaction of the battle-torn Gis to the Korean truce has been well pictured by the cameras of THE
BIG PICTURE. Many prisoners of war give their feelings about the truce and recall the war situation at the
time they were captured. KOREAN WIND-UP is a capsule chronology of the Korean War.

THE REBIRTH OF SEOUL

In Korea, the aggressor's challenge was met and turned back by the United Forces of the world's free na-
tions. Yet in the backwash of war there always remains a second challenage--the thousands of orphans, the
millions of homeless, the countless villages and cities ravaged and almost completely destroyed. Our cam-
eras focus on one such city, Seoul, the Capital of the Republic of Korea. It is the story of a city twice the pa-
rade ground of Communist troops, four times a battlefield. "Rebirth of Seoul" is also the story of man's en-
during will to triumph in the face of the greatest adversity. With other free members of the United
Nations, the United States met the Communist attack in Korea with bravery and sacrifice. Today, Ameri-
cans, individually and through our government, are responding to the needs of the people of South Korea
with generosity and compassion.

Vol. 6:

A DAY IN KOREA

Comparison of the life of the individual in the states to the soldier on the front lines of Korea. Despite the
truce talks fighting is still going on and we still have a serious need for men and machines. The contrast
between their life and the life of the soldier should bring the picture closer.

THE ARMY COMBAT TEAM

THE BIG PICTURE shows you what happens in one day of war. Excerpting a communique from the daily
newspaper we show the fighting that lies behind the brief report of such a communique. THE ARMY
COMBAT TEAM, which has proved itself in the Korean fighting, is shown in action. Infantry, Artillery Ar-
mor and Army Aviation form a powerful offensive and defensive team of the 8th Army in Korea. Again,
it's the fire-power of this team against the manpower of the Communists. THE BIG PICTURE focuses on
the man and the machines of this team in the rugged terrain of the Korean peninsula.

CIVIL ASSISTANCE, KOREA

We approach this from the beginning in Korea when we had to control the civilian population; rehabilita-
tion for tactical reasons. This is a very human, moving story and again points out our respect and concern
for the individual.

THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA SOLDIER

Through the Korean Military Advisory Group, the South Korean Army has been able to build itself up to
the fourth strongest Army in the world. "The Big Picture" shows the activities of the South Korean Army
and its preparations for the future.



Vol. 7:

FIRE POWER - ARTILLARY

In this issue BIG PICTURE viewers will receive a firsthand account of how American artillery is employed
in Korea. The film shows how American artillerymen fire ten shells for every one the Communists launch
at our troops. Included in the film is a study of the Army's new atomic cannon....the 280mm gun.

THE ARMY MEDICAL CORPS

Graphically shown here is the treatment given our wounded in battle. We see the care a man receives from
medics all along the line; from the time the wounded soldier calls "Medic" until he is released for duty. The
Medical Corps is saving more lives than in any other time of combat. Lieutenant Colonel S. J. Newsom of
San Diego, California, a former Division Surgeon with the Army's 7th Division in Korea, now stationed at
Camp Pickett, Virginia, tells the story in an interview with Captain Zimmerman.

THE SECOND INFANTRY DIVISION IN KOREA

Here is an exciting film documentary of the famous "Indianheads," the men of the U.S. 2nd Infantry Divi-
sion and the vital role they played in Korea. Although the fighting in Korea is over, the deeds of the 2nd
Infantry Division will long be remembered. Out of the struggle in Korea have come many accounts of
great suffering and even greater heroism, but few of them can match the story as told in this BIG PICTURE
program. Through careful editing and with emphasis on "close-ups" of the men themselves, this outstand-
ing documentary seems to tell the personal story of the soldiers of the Indianhead Division who lived up
to their proud motto -- "Second to None."

7TH INFANTRY IN KOREA
At the end of World War II the 7th accepted Japanese surrender in Korea. In 1950 they return to
the new war.

Vol. 8:

TRUTH IS OUR DEFENSE

This is the story of the Army's Psychological Warfare activities in the Far East Command, primarily as a
tactical weapon in Korea. We augment the effectiveness of our combat forces with the potent weapon of
words. Through leaflets, shot by artillery shells or dropped from planes; through radio news and dramatic
programs from the U.N. radio in Tokyo and the mobile radio stations in Korea; and through loudspeakers
mounted on tanks and jeeps, we send our messages of truth to the enemy.

THE ARMY CHAPLAINS

We review the heroic and inspiring work of the Army Chaplain, especially the Chaplains who have served
so gallantly with our fighting troops. The soldier looks to this clergyman in uniform as a friend and coun-
selor, as well as a spiritual leader. To augment the story in film, Chaplain Edward Martin, Yonkers, New
York, First Army Chaplain at Governor's Island, New York, tells of his and the Army's pride in the Chap-
lains work in Korea and throughout the world wherever our soldiers are stationed. He explains the Char-
acter Guidance program in which the Army places such great importance. Chaplain Martin has a special
message for parents of men and women in the Army.

ARMY TRANSPORT CORPS
The story behind moving men and supplies in Korea.

RANGER READY

For this issue of THE BIG PICTURE camera crews have journeyed into the mountains of North Georgia
and the swamps of Florida in order to bring the story of the U.S. Army Rangers to the television screens of
America. The Rangers are a proud corps of elite combat-ready troops who undergo the most rugged train-
ing in the Army. The first Ranger unit dates back almost 200 years ago when the original thirteen colonies
were under British rule. They served with General Washington's Colonial troops and they were active in
Europe and the Pacific during World War II. When the Communist aggressors struck in Korea, the call for
the Rangers sounded again. This BIG PICTURE episode concentrates on their training as it is practiced to-
day.



